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Bharat has been a multilingual and multicultural country for ages, with many languages spoken in
different regions of the country. Using multiple languages in our verbal repertoire is a common
characteristic of the country; it binds us together and keeps us united. National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 strongly emphasises the idea, that the multilingual nature of Bharat is a huge asset that
needs to be utilized efficiently for the socio-cultural, economic, and educational development of the
nation. It recommends the promotion of multilingualism in education at every level so that learners
get the opportunity to study in their own language(s). The creation of teaching-learning material in all
Bharatiya languages will thus boost this multilingual asset and allow it to make a better contribution
to ‘Viksit Bharat’. That said, developing early-grade primers in alignment with NEP 2020 requires a
comprehensive and inclusive approach that addresses the unique linguistic and cultural characteristics
of each region in India. These primers aim to provide not only language proficiency in reading and
writing but also foster creativity and critical thinking among the early-stage learners. It is a key to
pronouncing, recognizing, comprehending letters of the alphabet and symbols of a language. It also
familiarizes children with the meaning of one or more sets of these letters made through their
combinations such as letters in initial, medial and final positions of the word. Moreover, it provides
examples that facilitate writing practice of the letters introduced later; and the rhymes will help
students in their language development and cognitive skills.
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